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elimination of much in the early version that pointed
to a tragic ending, and Keller did his best to soften its
acerbities; but he has not altogether succeeded.
Such satisfaction as we can draw from the new close
is frankly due to the fact that we still feel it to be
essentially tragic: after all, there are more tragedies
in life than those that end in death. In the new version
Keller avoids the clumsy technique, in accordance
with which he began with Heinrich Lee's journey to
Munich and then inserted the account of his early life
as a <c manuscript " written by the hero himself. By
converting the whole novel into a narrative in the
first person, a greater unity is attained, and also
perhaps some exoneration for its subjective formless-
ness ; but much that is related about fictitious per-
sonages cannot be told by themselves in the first
person, and Keller's efforts to give the narrative
a semblance of probability are often clumsy. The
sudden falling off which the reader feels in the Munich
part of the story is no doubt due to the fact that it was
written first, when Keller was still only feeling his way.
Here the purely literary influences predominate, as
is to be seen in the characters of Lys and Erikson;
" literary >?, too, is the carnival masquerade. The
romantic German mind had a kind of histrionic
ctaving to see its abstract ideas visualised in such
masquerades; one thinks again of Maler Nolten, or
of those court entertainments in Weimar on which
Goethe often frittered away his genius. As soon,
however, as Keller began, with autobiographic truth,
to relate the story of his own early life, he found his
feet. Thus this, the most precious part of the Grum
Heinrich, was something of an afterthought—there
is no allusion to it in the early plans—and it was
possibly not written at all until after the author went
to Berlin. I am inclined, too, to think that his first
intention was to insert it, not in Volume 1, but after
Chapter ii of Volume IV, the point which he had
i probably reached when he began to write it.

